
SECOND GRADE  
INSTRUCTIONAL PACKET 

 

 
Niles Primary School 
Fourth Grading Period 

 
Instructions: Please read assignment directions and complete the lessons prior to returning to school. 
For your convenience, please print this packet. Printed copies can be picked up at the board office if 
needed.  Please return the completed assignments upon returning to school.  
 
Provide guidance and support as needed, but also encourage independent effort from your child. 
Assist in checking your child’s work after independent practice is complete.  

 



“I CAN” STATEMENTS (Learning Goals) 
READING/ WRITING 

● I can read a second grade passage and answer questions about the text.  I can highlight 
evidence in the text to support my answers.  

● I can write a complete paragraph with correct capitalization, punctuation, & sentence structure. 
● I can decode multisyllabic words, segment words by syllables, and label syllable types. 
● I can read and write regularly spelled two syllable words with common vowel patterns.  

MATH 
● I can add and subtract with regrouping within 1,000. 
● I can count to 1,000; skip count by twos, fives, tens, and hundreds. 
● I can count a small group of coins. 
● I can measure the length of objects using a ruler.  
● I can tell time on a digital and analog clock. 

SCIENCE 
● I can discuss living and nonliving things.  
● I can observe and record the weather.  
● I can discuss seasonal changes.  
● I can write and graph weather observations (math and social studies integration).  

SOCIAL STUDIES/ HEALTH 
● I can discuss healthy habits.  
● I can discuss how technology has changed our world. 
● I can discuss changes between the past and present. 
● I can find ways to positively impact my world.  
● I can list multi-uses for resources (writing and social studies integration) 
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Daily Activities  

Day 1 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List  
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count to 200 by 

ones 

Day 2 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count from 

200-400 by ones 

Day 3 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List  
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count from 

400-600 by ones 

Day 4 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count from 

600-800 by ones 

Day 5 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List  
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count from 

800-1000 by ones 
 

Day 6 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count to 20 by 

twos 

Day 7 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count from 

20-40 by twos 

Day 8 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by fives to 

100 

Day 9 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by fives 

backward from 
100 

Day 10 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List  
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by fives 

from 100-200 
 

Day 11 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice  
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by tens to 

30 

Day 12 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by tens 

from 300-500 

Day 13 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by tens 

from 500-800 

Day 14 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List 
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather Graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by tens 

from 800-1000 

Day 15 
❏ Fluency Read 
❏ Word List  
❏ Spelling Practice 
❏ Weather Graph 
❏ Writing Journal 
❏ Count by 

hundreds to 
2,000 
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Weekly Assignments 

Week 1  ● Read Works Passage: Chirping Chirp 
● Addition with regrouping practice  
● Count a small group of coins 
● Make a list of 5 living things and 5 non-living things found around your 

home.  
● Choose one form of technology (iphones, internet, computers, television, video 

games) and discuss how it has impacted our world  

Week 2  ● Read Works Passage: A Visit to the Farmer’s Market 
● Subtraction with regrouping practice 
● Measure items around your house using a ruler 
● Design a poster that promotes healthy habits (handwashing, exercise, eating 

a balanced diet, etc) 
● Find a way to positively impact our world: reduce, reuse, recycle 

Week 3  ● Read Works Passage: Photos 
● Mixed addition and subtraction with regrouping practice 
● Discuss different times of day and reading the time on a clock 
● Interview a family member or friend about the past and present 
● List multiple uses for resources (trees and water) 

 
 
*Please read and complete Mrs. Patton’s art assignment. (last page) 
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Fluency Practice: Have your child read each passage at five times, once daily, and record how many words they can 
read in one minute.  Also record how many errors your child makes.   
 

St Patrick’s Day Traditions (Week 1) 
I love St. Patrick’s Day. At my house, we have 10 
traditions that make it such a fun day. First, 19 
my mom always makes pancakes for breakfast.  26 
She adds green food coloring to the batter and  35 
makes them in the shape of shamrocks! They  43 
taste great and they are fun to eat. Everyone  52 
in my family wears green clothes, and we listen  61 
to Irish music all day long. For dinner, we have  71 
corned beef and cabbage to eat. It is delicious!  80 
I love all of our family’s traditions, but I think  90 
that our St. Patrick’s Day traditions are my  98 
favorite ones of all!  102 

  1st Read  2nd Read  3rd Read  4th Read  5th Read 

WWR            

Errors           
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Fluency Practice: Have your child read each passage at five times, once daily, and record how many words they can 
read in one minute.  Also record how many errors your child makes.   

Helen Keller (Week 2) 
Helen Keller Helen Keller was born in 1880. She was born healthy,  10 
but at 19 months, she became extremely ill. No one  20 
knows for sure what Helen was sick with but the illness  31 
caused her to become blind and deaf. Helen became  40 
very angry because she could not see or hear. She had  51 
terrible tantrums. Her family decided she needed help.  59 
They met a teacher named Annie Sullivan who came to  68 
live with Helen. Annie taught Helen how to finger spell  78 
and how to communicate. Helen’s behavior improved.  86 
She learned so much that she was able to go to college.  96 
Annie went along with her, and stayed with Helen for  106 
her entire life. After college, Helen worked to improve  115 
life for others who needed help. Helen was a very  124 
influential woman!  130  

  1st Read  2nd Read  3rd Read  4th Read  5th Read 

WWR            

Errors           
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Fluency Practice: Have your child read each passage at five times, once daily, and record how many words they can 
read in one minute.  Also record how many errors your child makes.  
 

The Life Cycle of a Butterfly (Week 3) 
A butterfly, like many other animals, goes through  8 
many changes in its life. When some animals are  17 
born, they just look like small versions of their  26 
adult selves. A butterfly goes through a complete  34 
metamorphosis, which means that it starts out as  42 
one thing and changes into something completely  49 
different. A butterfly starts as an egg. A  57 
caterpillar hatches out of the egg. It grows  65 
quickly, getting bigger and bigger. Then it is ready  74 
to form a chrysalis. It stays in its chrysalis until it  85 
is ready to hatch, and then out comes an adult  95 
butterfly. Female butterflies lay eggs, and the  102 
entire cycle repeats itself!  106 

  1st Read  2nd Read  3rd Read  4th Read  5th Read 

WWR            

Errors           
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Word List Reading  
● I can decode multisyllabic words, segment words by syllables, and label syllable types. 

Use this word list to read the words, label the phonics parts and patterns, and divide into syllables 
and label the syllable types. 
 
     Week 1: columns 1 and 2      Week 2: columns 3 and 4 Week 3: columns 5 and 6 
 

curved 
 

enough  anniversary  through  specific  spectrum 

celebration 
 

afternoon  tradition  cabbage  custom  parades 

beginning 
 

represents  treasures  source  carving  natural 

common 
 

examples  deciding  vacation  board  community 

instead 
 

arrived  encouragingly  heard  special  celebrate 

noise 
 

dough  participate  excited  skated  though 

country 
 

excitement  important  comfort  reread  prefix 

kindness  disobey  misunderstand  insist  grateful  greatness 
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Spelling Practice 
Throughout the week, practice reading and writing, writing, and orally 

using spelling words in a sentence.  
Week 1 Words: 

green  queen  breeze  squeeze 

repeat   defeat  scream  leave 

brief  belief   thief   relief 
 

Week 2 Words: 
steak  break  great  stay 

holiday  yesterday  stain  plain 

explain  table  cable  table 
 

 
Week 3 Words: 

by  sky  reply  white 

quite  polite  quiet  buy 

idea  eye  sign  island 
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Weather Graph 
What’s the weather like today? 

Observe and record weather each day.  Include a symbol to represent the type of weather you 
see each day.  You can also choose to include precipitation percentages or temperature if 

desired.  
Use the Weather Channel app to help you out! 

March 16 
 
 
 
 
 

March 17  March 18  March 19  March 20 

March 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 24  March 25  March 26  March 27 

March 30 
 
 
 
 
 

March 31  April 1  April 2  April 3 
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Daily Journal Writing Prompts 

Use paper or a notebook to work on writing at least one complete paragraph 
for each weekly topic.  

 
A paragraph includes five good sentences: a topic sentence (main idea), three 

detail sentences, and a conclusion sentence.  
 

Use proper punctuation and punctuation, neat handwriting, and complete 
sentences. 

 

Week 1  If you found gold at the end of the rainbow, what three 
things would you buy and why? 

Week 2  What are some ways you can avoid getting sick? 
Week 3  What do you think your teacher did over this three week 

break? 
 
   

● 10 



Hundreds Chart 
Use this chart as a reference if needed for daily counting practice,  
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Chirping Chirp by ReadWorks  (Week 
1) 

It was a bright and sunny morning. Daniel woke up and jumped out of bed, ready for a full day outside. He ran 
down the stairs and sat down at the kitchen table. His mom was making pancakes: Daniel's favorite. She 
made pancakes every Saturday morning.  

"What do you want to do today?" she asked Daniel.  

"I think I'm going to go exploring in our backyard," he told her. "It's so nice outside!"  

Daniel gobbled up his pancakes and rushed upstairs to get dressed. He put on a red t-shirt and jeans.  

"Alright, Mom, I'll be back later!"  

"Don't go too far!" she told him.  

When he opened the door, Daniel felt a rush of warm air. He smiled at the sun. Perfect hiking weather, he 
thought. Daniel loved his backyard. There were plenty of tall trees. If he walked far enough, he would reach a 
creek. When it was really warm outside, he could walk in the water to cool off. The water was always cold.  
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The leaves were just beginning to grow on the trees after the cold winter. Daniel wandered for a bit. He                                       
picked up a long stick and used it to clear a way through the forest.  

Suddenly, Daniel saw something in the distance that wasn't a rock or a leaf. When he got closer, he knelt 
down to investigate. He found a small injured bird between the fallen leaves. He looked around and saw a 
bird's nest sitting on a branch. He carefully climbed up the trunk of the tree with the nest to get a closer 
look. The nest was empty, and he didn't see any birds around. Then, he ran back to his house.  

"Mom, I found a bird that's hurt!" he told her as he ran through the door. She looked for a shoebox, and 
then she said, "Well, let's go have a look."  

Daniel led his mom back to the injured bird. His mom knelt down and looked carefully at it.  

"Let's try to save it!" she said. She gently picked up the bird and put it in the shoebox. Then she said, "We 
can take it to the animal hospital in town."  

They took the bird to the animal hospital. After a few days, the vet visited Daniel's house with the bird. It was 
healed. Daniel and his mom could hear the bird chirping when they opened the door.  

The vet said, "The bird is ready to go back to its home in the trees." Daniel was so excited. He looked at the bird 
and said, "I'm going to name you Chirp! I hope I can see you again. Bye, Chirp!” 
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1. What does Daniel find in the leaves?  

A. a bird's egg  

B. an injured bird  

C. a mother bird  

2. Daniel and his mom take the injured bird to the animal hospital. What motivates this action 

      A. They want to hurt the bird.  

B. They want to save the bird.  

C. They want to help find the bird's mother.  

3. Daniel has explored the forest before. What evidence from the passage best supports this conclusion?  

A. He thinks that it is perfect weather for hiking.  

B. He uses a stick to clear a way through the forest.  

C. He knows if he walked far enough, he would reach a creek.  
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4. Why does Daniel's mom take a shoebox before she goes to take a look at the injured bird? 

       A. She wants to be prepared to carry the injured bird.  

B. She wants to throw out the shoebox on her way out.  

C. She wants to play a game with Daniel with the shoebox.  

5. What is this story mostly about?  

A. how Daniel and his mom save an injured bird  

B. how Daniel explores his backyard  

C. why birds can get injured  

6. Read the following sentences: "He picked up a long stick and used it to clear a way through the forest. 
Suddenly, Daniel felt his stick hit something that wasn't a rock or a leaf. He knelt down to investigate. He 
found a small injured bird between the fallen leaves."  

As used in this sentence, what does the word "investigate" most nearly mean?  

A. run away from something  

B. look into something  
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C. yell about something  

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.  

Daniel finds a bird that is hurt, ____ Daniel tells his mom.  

A. so  

B. like  

C. also  

 

 

Discuss these questions with your 
family. Restate the question in 
your answer. 

8. Where does Daniel's mom put the bird after she picks it up?  

9. Why do Daniel and his mom take the bird to the animal hospital?  

10. Describe one action Daniel takes and one action that his mom takes that helps save the injured bird. 
Support your answer with information from the text.  
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A Visit to the Farmer's Market by Readworks (Week 2) 

Tara and Todd were at the farmer's market with their mom. The children liked looking at the fresh fruits 
and vegetables, homemade breads, and jars of jam.  

Tara noticed Mr. Walsh at a table with big bags of potatoes.  

"Hi, Mr. Walsh," she called. "You have a lot of potatoes!"  

"Yes" replied the farmer. "I have been growing potatoes for years. My farm is perfect for that."  

"What do you do with all those potatoes?" Todd asked.  
 
"I sell them!" Mr. Walsh replied. "I sell some to grocery stores. I sell others to factories that make potato chips. 
The stores and factories pay me for my potatoes. They order more from me each year."  

"Wow," said Tara. "What do you do with the money they pay you?"  

"I use it to buy supplies for my farm," he answered. "I also use it to pay the people who work for me."  
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"But do you grow anything besides potatoes?" asked Tara.  

Just then, Tara's mom walked over. "Mr. Walsh," she asked, "may I please have two bags of potatoes? And do                                       
you have any of your great carrots this week?"  

"Yes, indeed," Mr. Walsh replied. "See, Tara, I grow carrots, too!"  

 

1. Whom does Tara notice at a table with big bags of potatoes?  

A. Mr. Walsh  

B. her mom  

C. Todd  

2. Where does this story take place?  

A. at a farmer's market  

B. at Mr. Walsh's farm  

C. at a grocery store  
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3. Read these paragraphs from the article.  

"'Hi, Mr. Walsh,' she called. 'You have a lot of potatoes!'  

"'Yes,' replied the farmer. 'I have been growing potatoes for years. My farm is perfect for that.'"  

What can you conclude from these paragraphs about Mr. Walsh?  

A. Mr. Walsh is a farmer.  

B. Mr. Walsh grows carrots as well as potatoes.  

C. Mr. Walsh sells some of his potatoes to grocery stores.  

 

4. Based on the story, what is the best definition of a farmer's market?  

A. A farmer's market is a place where farmers grow fresh fruits and vegetables.  

B. A farmer's market is a place where farmers go to buy the supplies they need for their farms.  

C. A farmer's market is a place where farmers sell food they have grown themselves.  
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5. What is the main idea of this story?  

A. Mr. Walsh uses the money he makes from selling his potatoes to buy supplies for his farm and to 
pay the people who work for him.  

B. Tara and Todd learn about potatoes and farming when they visit a farmer's market.  

C. Tara's mom walks over to Mr. Walsh's table and asks him for two bags of potatoes.  

 

6. Read these paragraphs from the story.  

"'But do you grow anything besides potatoes?' asked Tara. "Just then, Tara's mom walked over. 'Mr. Walsh,' 
she asked, 'may I please have two bags of potatoes? And do you have any of your great carrots this 
week?' "'Yes, indeed,' Mr. Walsh replied. 'See, Tara, I grow carrots, too!'"  

Why might Mr. Walsh have used the word "too" at the end of the last sentence?  

A. because Tara's mom asked for two bags of potatoes  

B. because he grows carrots as well as potatoes  

C. because Tara also grows carrots  
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7. Read these sentences from the text. "I sell some to grocery 
stores. I sell others to factories that make potato chips."  

How can these sentences best be combined?  

A. I sell some to grocery stores after I sell others to factories that make potato chips.  

B. I sell some to grocery stores, and I sell others to factories that make potato chips.  

C. I sell some to grocery stores, so I sell others to factories that make potato chips.  

 

Discuss these questions with your 
family. Restate the question in 
your answer. 

8. What do Tara and Todd like looking at when they are at the farmer's market?  

9. What is Mr. Walsh's farm perfect for?  

10. Is it likely that Mr. Walsh grows anything besides potatoes and carrots? Support your answer with 
evidence from the story.  
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Our Photos by Readworks (Week 3) 

"Yesterday, my mom found a box of photos in a closet. She 
showed me a photograph of a baby. "Guess who this is," my 
mom said.That's easy," I said. "It is a picture of me."  

Mom laughed. "No, that is a photo of me when I was a baby," she said. "Here is your baby picture."  

We compared the photos, and I said, "Wow, as babies, we really looked alike."  

Next, Mom showed me a photo taken when she was my age. In the picture, she was on roller skates. I thought the 
same thing again: She looks a lot like me. I like to roller-skate, too.  

Then I took another look. The skates my mom was wearing had big pink plastic wheels. My in-line skates have 
little metal wheels. I think they go a lot faster than my mom's did. I also think that my skates look a lot cooler 
than the old ones.  

Those photos showed me something. The past and the present can be a lot alike. They can also be very 
different!  
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1. The narrator is the person telling the story. What are the narrator and the narrator's mom doing in this 
story?  

A. cleaning the closet  

B. roller-skating  

C. looking at old photographs  

2. When were the photographs of the narrator's mom taken?  

A. in the present  

B. a long time ago  

C. yesterday  

3. The narrator's mom liked to roller-skate when she was a kid.  

What evidence best supports this conclusion?  

A. In the second photo, Mom looks a lot like the narrator does now.  

B. In the second photo, Mom's skates had big pink plastic wheels.  

C. The narrator sees that Mom was wearing roller skates in the second photo, and thinks, "I like to 
roller-skate, too."  

 

● 23 



4. Read these sentences from the story, and answer the question.  

"The skates my mom was wearing had big pink plastic wheels. My in-line skates have little metal wheels. I 
think they go a lot faster than my mom's did. I also think that my skates look a lot cooler than the old 
ones."  

What can you infer based on this evidence?  

A. Both the narrator and Mom used skates as kids. However, the narrator likes today's skates more 
than Mom's older skates.  

B. Both the narrator and Mom used skates as kids. Their skates were exactly the same.  

C. The narrator wants skates with big pink plastic wheels, like Mom's roller skates from when she 
was a kid.  

 

5. What is the theme of this story?  

A. The past and the present are always the same.  

B. The past and the present are always different.  

C. The past and the present can be alike and different.  
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6. Read these sentences from the text.  

"That is a photo of me when I was a baby," she said. "Here is your baby picture."  

We compared the photos, and I said, "Wow, as babies, we really looked alike."  

Based on these sentences, what does the word "compare" mean?  

A. to see how old something is  

B. to see what something feels like  

C. to see how things are the same  

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.  

The narrator thought that Mom's baby picture was actually of the narrator, _____ they looked alike as 
babies.  

A. so  

B. because  

C. but  
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Discuss these questions with your 
family. Restate the question in 
your answer. 

8. How are the narrator and Mom alike in their baby pictures?  

9. What does the narrator think after taking another look at the roller skates in Mom's picture?  

10. How do the photographs show that the past and the present can be both alike and different?  
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WEEK 1 Addition Practice 
 
 
Directions:  Rewrite and solve. Show all your work. 
 
57 + 32 =  84 +  7=  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solve each problem. Show all your work. 
 
 
  6 2  4 4 
+2 9                                                            +3 8    
 
 
 
 
  2 5 7 4 
+5 3                                       +7 6 
 
 
 
 
 
Write an addition problem that you need to regroup and solve. Explain why you need to regroup. 
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   WEEK 2 Subtraction Practice 
 
Directions:  Rewrite and solve.  Show all your work. 
 
 
82-17=                                                               39-12= 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solve each problem.  Show all your work. 
 
  9 7                                                                 7 5 
- 2 8                                                               - 2 2 
 
 
 
 
   
 31 255 
-13         - 129 
 
 
 
Write a subtraction problem where you need to regroup and solve.  Explain why you need to regroup. 
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                  WEEK 3 Mixed Operations Practice 
 
Directions:  Rewrite and solve.  Show all your work. 
 
  2 7                                            4 3  9 3                                                           8 4 
+ 1 2                                           +3 8         - 6 1                                                          -5 6  
 
 
  
     
 
 
Carefully read each problem and solve.  Show all your work. 
 
Mary has 7 big books and 2 small books.  How many more big books than little books does she have? 
 
 
 
 
Joe has 34 blue marbles and 53 red marbles.  How many does he have altogether? 
 
 
 
 
 
Kate has 42 rings, 16 are gold and 8 are silver and the rest are copper.   How many rings are copper?   
 
 
 
 
The total points scored at the basketball game was 73 points.  Tim scored 19, Ryan scored 24,  Kenny scored the rest.  How many 
points did Kenny score? 
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Weekly Math Activities 
Use the following prompts and instructions to practice concepts with your child throughout the week. 
Week 1  Ask your parent for a handful of change to practice counting money.  Close your eyes 

and grab some coins.  Draw the coins and label what the value of the coins are.  Do this 
at least five times.   
 
Draw two ways to make the following amounts, 47 cents, 68 cents, and 90 cents. 
 
Draw a picture to show how many of each coin (quarters, dimes, nickels, pennies) equal 
$1.00.   

Week 2  Use a ruler to measure the following items.   
-the length of a shoe 
-the length of a remote control 
-the width of a book 
-the width of a milk container 
-the height of a stuffed animal 
-the height of a table 
 
Use the ruler to determine which item is longer, circle the longer item, 
-a cereal box or a milk carton 
-a pair of scissors or a pencil 
-a box of crayons or a glue stick 

Week 3  Write down the following times. 
-What time you wake up 
-What time you eat lunch 
-What time you go to bed 
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Week 1 Projects and Activities 
 

Living and Non-Living Sort 
five living things found around your home  five non-living things found around your home 

 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 

 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 

 
Technology Impacts Our World 

Choose one form of technology (iphones, internet, computers, television, video games) and 
discuss how it has impacted our world. 

Draw it.  Write about it.  
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Week 2 Projects and Activities 
● Design a poster that promotes healthy habits (handwashing, exercise, eating a balanced diet, 

etc) 
 

HEALTHY HABITS POSTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

● Find a way to positively impact our world: reduce, reuse, recycle.  Discuss ways with your family 
and incorporate them in your daily life.  Be prepared to talk about this when we return to 
school. 
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Week 3 Projects and Activities 
 
Interview a family member or friend about the past and present 
 
What was elementary school 
like when you were young? 

What types of toys and games 
did you play with? 

What were television and 
phones like? 
 
 

Growing up, what were some of 
your favorite books you read? 

What did you do for fun? 
What places did you go? 

What was going on in the 
world at that time? 
 
 

 
List multiple uses for resources 
 
Ways we use trees  Ways we use water 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
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